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Introduction

The nymphalid species Melitaea britomartis has been searched in Lithuania for a
long time. This species is widespread in Central Europe and it is known from
Poland and Belarus (Van Swaay, Warren, 1999), southeastern Sweden
(Henriksen, Kreutzer, 1982). Therefore the occurrence of Melitaea britomartis in
Lithuania was predictable. Recent records show that Melitaea britomartis lives in
our country.

Material and Methods

The butterflies were collected by the authors (R.K. and G.S. respectively) using
an entomological sweeping net in 1997-2004. The identification of M.
britomartis was done according to the drawings of G. Ebert and E. Rennwald
(1993). The material is deposited in the collection of the Department of Zoology
of Vilnius University and in the private collection of Giedrius Svitra.

Results and conclusions

Three finding places of Melitaea britomartis are known in Lithuania (Fig. 1):
Lazd, Veisiejai, Petrosky Migkas f. (54°06'27"N, 23°36'30"E), 24 06 2001, 3 &
(G.S), dry meadows; Kap¢iamiestis (54°00'00"N, 23°39'21"E), 18 07 2004, 78
29 (R.K.), meadows in the Baltoji Ancia river valley; Viln, Rudamina env.,
Daubénai (54°34'43"N, 25°25'30"E), 22 06 1997, 1 ind. (R.K.), a boundary of dry
and wet meadows.

Melitaea britomartis appeared to vary in size and exterior. Genitalia structure
varies as well. The features like the shape of the projection of valva (Fig. 2a), the
shape of uncus (Fig. 2b), the darker outer marginal band of the underside of
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Figure 2. Features for the identification of Melitaea britomartis: a — uncus
(ventral view); b — valva (lateral view); ¢ — underside of wings (Lazd, Veisiejali,
Petrosky miskas f., 24 06 2001, &)
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wings differing from the adjacent lightly yellow lunules (Fig. 2c), darker
markings of the upper side of wings can help to distinguish this species from
Melitaea athalia (see also figures by G. Ebert & E. Rennwald (1993) and by P.
Ivinskis & J. Augustauskas (2004)). Both species can be found in the same
habitat.

At present, M. britomartis is found only in the southern part of Lithuania.
Further investigations of the distribution range of this species in Lithuania are
necessary.
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Melitaea britomartis Assman, 1847 (Lepidoptera, Nymphalidae) — nauja
Lietuvos faunos drugiy rasis

R. KAZLAUSKAS, G. SVITRA
Santrauka

Straipsnyje pateikiami duomenys apie nauja Lietuvoje Nymphalidae Seimos
drugiy rii$i Melitaea britomartis. Nurodomos trys Zinomos $ios risies radvietés
Lietuvoje, pateikiamas paplitimo Zemelapis, apraSomos buveinés, nurodomos
gaudymo datos, individy skaicius, aptariami svarbiausi skiriamieji M. britomartis
bruozai.
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