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Introduction

The genus Cymus Hahn, 1832 belongs to the family Cymidae and has 41 species
(Dellapé¢ & Henry, 2020). Six species of Cymus Hahn, 1832 are known in Europe
(Aukema, 2020) and three of them: Cymus aurescens Distant, 1883, Cymus claviculus
(Fallén, 1807) and Cymus glandicolor Hahn, 1831 — have been recorded in Lithuania
(Stonis et. al., 2013). Cymus melanocephalus Fieber, 1861 (Fig. 1) was found in
Lithuania for the first time in 2020. Currently, four species of this genus are known in
Lithuania.

The aim of this paper is to present the first record of Cymus melanocephalus Fieber,
1861.

Material and Methods

The study was carried out in Pageluzys village, Trakai district (Southern Lithuania;
coordinates 54.441066, 24.795016) 26 September 2020. Adult insects were caught using
with an Olympus SZX10 dissecting microscope. Photographs were taken with a digital
camera Canon EOS 600D mounted on the same dissecting microscope. The collected
material is stored in the collection of the Nature Research Centre.

A map (Fig. 2) of the collecting site of C. melanocephalus was generated in R
version 4.0.4 (R Core Team, 2021), using the ggplot2 (Wickham, 2016), the ggspatial
(Dunnington, 2021), the rgdal (Bivand et al., 2021), and the sf (Pebesma, 2018)
packages.

Figure 1. Adult insect of Cymus melanocephalus Fieber, 1861.
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List of species

Cymus melanocephalus Fieber, 1861 (Fig. 1)
Pageluzys village, Trakai district (54.441066, 24.795016), 26 09 2020, 2 9,2 & (R.
Markeviciite).

56.5-N

55.5:N 4

latitude

55.0:-N+

N

54.0-N+ @

1 40 km
T T T v v v v
21:E 22:E 23:E 24:E 25:E 26°E 27-E
longitude

Figure 2. Collecting site of Cymus melanocephalus Fieber, 1861 in Lithuania.
Discussion

The species C. melanocephalus is identified by a dark brown head (Rintala & Rinne,
2010), a missing pale central keel on scutellum and puncturing all over its wings
(Bantock & Botting, 2013). This species can be found in damp areas (Bantock &
Botting, 2013) on hostplants such as Juncus effusus, Juncus conglomeratus and Juncus
gerardii (Rintala & Rinne, 2010). These insects are monovoltine and overwinter in the
imago stage (Akimzhanov et al., 2019).

The four species of the genus Cymus are distinctively shaped, have a highly
punctured body and forewings (Bantock & Botting, 2013). These species are similar, but
C. aurescens and C. glandicolor have a pale keel on the scutellum, as well as dark
markings on the cubital wing vein. Another similar species — C. claviculus is identified
by a narrow impunctate band near the corio-claval suture and as C. aurescens and C.
glandicolor, it has a brown head which is lighter than of C. melanocephalus.
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Pirma kartg Lietuvoje aptikta Cymidae Seimos rasis Cymus melanocephalus Fieber,
1861

R. MARKEVICIUTE
Santrauka

Publikacijoje pateikiami duomenys apie naujg Lietuvos faunai Cymidae Seimai
priklausancig rti§] tamsiagalve dirvablake (Cymus melanocephalus Fieber, 1861), aptikta
2020 metais Traky rajone, Pageluzio kaime. Taip pat nurodyta sugavimo data, individy

skaiCius, lytis bei pateikiami pagrindiniai rusies skiriamieji poZymiai.
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